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baggage and his siege train; and before he reached
Cumbarini island he had lost two hundred Europeans and
a thousand Indian sepoys. At Cumbariin the Gon. garrison
came out to cover his retreat and a number oC boats con-
veyed his soldiers to safety. Sambhaji's infantry likewise
got boats and followed; but the Portuguese knowing better
the reaches of the Goa river, rowed round the island and
cut off and destroyed three thousand Maralhas who had
established themselves on it. la this way the shattered
army of Alvor reached in safety the walls of Goa
(September 1683).

Sambhaji, however, was not disposed to leave Goa to
be the omperor's naval base without a serious attempt to
take it. On the advice of prince Akbar he first tried {raurl.
The young Moghul had by this time graspod that it was
beyond the power of the Maratha king to place him on
the throne of Delhi. lie was, therefore, anxious to go by
sea to Persia and take refuge at the Rhnh's court;. For
this purpose be wished to build a ship in the Goa dockyards
and asked for and obtained leave to send workmen to help
in the building. His plan was to send daily large bodies
of soldiers disguised as labourers and in this way to collect
a strong force inside the city. The plot was discovered
by Manned, a Venetian adventurer who lwppono<l to bo at
Goa*; and the viceroy frustrated it by instating that every
night all the prince's workmen should leave the town and
that next morning the same number only should return*
Akbar thon made a further attempt on Sambhaji's behalf.
He was a Mend, so ho wrote to Alvor, both of the Portu-
guese and the Marathas, and before he left India he wished
to mediate between them, Let him but enter Goa as arbi-
trator and ho could soon smooth away every difficulty to
the satisfaction both of the viceroy and the king, Alvor
was at first duped but ho afterwards perceived the MoghuFs
design. It was to enter Goa with a large escort, attack the
garrison and open the gates wlxilo the Marathas assaulted
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